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Monday 19 January, 2026 at 10 am 

West Vancouver Yacht Club - 5854 Marine Drive, West Vancouver 

 

 
****** 

January 19, 2026 Speaker    Mr. Jens Wieting 
 
Worth more standing: Why Old-growth and climate crises 
must be addressed together   
This talk explores the deep connection between two crises 
that shape our future in B.C.: the ongoing clearcutting of the 
last carbon-rich old-growth forests, and continued global 
warming mainly fueled by burning fossil fuels. These are not 
separate issues. We have arrived at a point where we cannot 
save intact forests without phasing out fossil fuels, and we 
cannot stabilize the climate without saving the last intact 
forests. Yet, current provincial policies are failing to address 
these crises, allowing old growth logging to continue, new 
fossil-fuel projects to move ahead and are backtracking from 
recent commitments for forestry reforms and climate action. 
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In addition to the loss of vast amounts of carbon from old-
growth logging, degraded landscapes intensify floods, 
droughts, and fires, and reduce our ability to adapt to a 
changing climate. 
 

This talk will examine why old-growth protection should be 
considered an indispensable part of climate action — 
strengthening community safety, safeguarding First Nations 
cultural values, water and biodiversity, and supporting 
sustainable jobs in a low-carbon economy. Real leadership 
means acting on the evidence before us and treating old 
growth forests not as expendable resources, but as vital in 
securing a livable future. 
 

 
Jens has over 20 years of 
international experience 
protecting forests and supporting 
climate action, guided by the 
realization that we cannot 
stabilize the climate without intact 
forests, and we cannot save intact 
forests without a stable climate. 
He promotes science-based 
solutions to safeguard biodiversity 
and wind down fossil fuels while 
respecting and incorporating 
Indigenous rights and knowledge 
and leaving no one behind. 

 
 

Guests are welcome at our Speaker Events – Guest fee is $20 per person 

After two meetings, guests are encouraged to become members.   
The 2025/26 annual fee is $110.00 + $15 for name tag. 

 
************** 

 

 2025-26 Season of Speakers  
 2026  

   

Monday, 19 January, 
2026 

Jens Wieting, Senior Policy and 
Science Advisor, BC 
The Sierra Club 
 

Forest and Climate Issues 

   

Tuesday, 17 February, 
2026 

Dr. Vivien Cao, Clinical Pharmacy 
Specialist, Neurology 
 

Stroke Awareness for Women 

   

Monday, 16 March, 
2026 

Keri Phoenix, Director,  
Innovative Travel Solutions, 
Vancouver International Airport 
 

Digital Transformation at YVR 

   

Monday, 20 April, 2026 Ms. Eve Lazarus, Writer and Author Marine Disasters of the Last 
Century, The sinking of the 
Empress of Ireland and the Titanic 
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Tuesday, 19 May, 2026 Fiona Dalton, President and CEO 
Providence Health Care (St. Paul’s 
Hospital) 
 

The Future of St. Paul's Hospital 
and Providence Health Care 

   

Monday, 15 June, 2026 Dr Andrew Trites, Director, Marine 
Mammal Research Unit, 
UBC Institute for the Oceans and 
Fisheries 
 

"Touched by a Killer Whale" 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We acknowledge the opportunity to live, work, play and learn on the traditional territory of 

the Squamish (sḵwx̱wú7mesh),Tsleil-Waututh (selí̓lw̓itulh), and Musqueam (xʷməθkʷəy̓əm) peoples. 


	Guests are welcome at our Speaker Events – Guest fee is $20 per person

